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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Original claims 1-67 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 8 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 8 recites the limitation "said first circuits" in line 1. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 18 rejected under 35 U.S.C 1 12, second paragraph, as being incomplete for 
omitting essential structural cooperative relationships of elements, such omission amounting to a 
gap between the necessary structural connections. See MPEP § 2172.01. The omitted structural 
cooperative relationships are: the relationship between "said event" and "type of event". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 45 and 67 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being anticipated by Powerware 
Corporation, Powerware 9170+ User's Guide, Rev. A, 2002. 
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As per claim 45, Powerware9170 teaches a method of managing power for a computer 
system, the method comprising: 

powering the computer system with a plurality of power supplies (figs. 4-6, UPS having 
plurality of power supplies); 

transmitting a plurality of signals indicative of an electrical condition of each of the 
power supplies (chapter 8, via cable from UPS to computer system); 

monitoring the electrical condition of each of the plurality of power supplies (chapter 8, 
circuit inherent in computer system, coupled to other end of cable, runs UPS monitoring 
software); 

communicating the state of the one of the plurality of power supplies to a user (chapter 7, 
front panel display & using the front panel display). 

As per claim 67, Powerware9170 teaches a method of monitoring the power to a 
computer system, said power supplied by a plurality of power supplies, said method comprising: 

generating a state signal indicative of a state of said plurality of power supplies (chapter 
11, alarms); 

generating an identifying signal identifying each of said plurality of power supplies 
(chapter 11, alarms); 

monitoring said state signal (chapter 7, front panel display & using the front panel 
display); 

notifying an operator of the computer system, based on an event associated with said 
state signal (chapter 7, front panel display & using the front panel display). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-18, 23-40 and 46-62 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Powerware Corporation, Powerware 9170+ User's Guide, Rev. A, 2002 
("Powerware9170"), in view of Powerware Corporation, Powerware ConnectUPS SNMP 
Adapters Brochure, February 2000 ("ConnectUPS"). 

As per claim 1, Powerware9170 teaches a power management system for a computer 
system having a plurality of power supplies (figs. 4-6, UPS having plurality of power supplies), 
the system comprising: 

a plurality of first circuits, each of the first circuits responsive to an electrical condition of 
each of the plurality of power supplies (chapter 8, cable from UPS to computer system); 

a second circuit, responsive and coupled to the plurality of first circuits, that identifies a 
state associated with any one of the plurality of power supplies (chapter 8, circuit inherent in 
computer system, coupled to other end of cable, that runs UPS monitoring software); 

However, Powerware9170 does not expressly teach a third circuit, responsive and 
coupled to the second circuit, that communicates the state of the one of the plurality of power 
supplies to a user. ConnectUPS teaches such a third circuit (display monitor coupled to 
server/workstation). At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
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skill in the art include a display monitor in Powerware9170's computer system, as using a 
display monitor to communicate information to a user is well known in the art. 

As per claim 2, Powerware9170 teaches said plurality of first circuits comprises a 
coupling cable (chapter 8). 

As per claim 3, Powerware9170 teaches said plurality of first circuits is a coupling cable 
having a plurality lines, said plurality of lines conveying a signal associated with a state of a 
particular one of said plurality of power supplies (chapter 8, various cable options; chapter 11, 
alarms). 

As per claim 4, Powerware9170 teaches one of said lines conveys identification 
information (chapter 1 1, alarms). 

As per claim 5, ConnectUPS teaches said coupling cable conveys the information in 
parallel (Ethernet cable). 

As per claim 6, Powerware9170 teaches said coupling cable conveys the information in a 
serial fashion (chapter 8, RS-232 cable). 

As per claim 7, ConnectUPS teaches said coupling cable is an RJ-45 cable (Ethernet 

cable). 

As per claim 8, Powerware9170 teaches said first circuits comprise lines carrying 
information associated with a state of said plurality of power supplies and lines carrying 
information on identification of said plurality of power supplies (chapter 8, various cable 
options; chapter 11, alarms). 

As per claims 9, 1 1 and 12, ConnectUPS teaches initiating an electronic message to be 
sent to an operator (paging and monitoring). 
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As per claim 10, Powerware9 1 70 teaches writing an entry into a log (chapter 7, alarm 

log). 

As per claim 13, Powerware9 1 70 teaches said third circuit conveys information regarding 
the location of a specific one of said plurality of power supplies (chapter 11, alarms). 

As per claim 14, Powerware9170 teaches communicating upon an occurrence of an event 
associated with one of said plurality of power supplies (chapter 1 1, alarms). 

As per claim 15, Powerware9170 teaches said event is one of the plurality of power 
supplies failing to meet a predetermined threshold (chapter 1 1, alarms). 

As per claims 16-18, Powerware9170 teaches said event is a failure of one of said 
plurality of power supplies (chapter 11, alarms). 

As per claim 23, Powerware9170 teaches a power management system for a computer 
system, the system comprising: 

a plurality of means for powering the computer system (figs. 4-6, UPS having plurality of 
power supplies); 

a means for transmitting a plurality of signals indicative of an electrical condition of each 
of the means for powering (chapter 8, cable from UPS to computer system); 

a means for monitoring the electrical condition of each of the plurality of means for 
powering, said means for monitoring coupled to the means for transmitting (chapter 8, circuit 
inherent in computer system, coupled to other end of cable, that runs UPS monitoring software); 

However, Powerware9170 does not expressly teach a means for communicating the state 
of the one of the plurality of means for powering to a user, coupled to said means for monitoring. 



Application/Control Number: 10/671,323 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2115 

ConnectUPS teaches such a third circuit (display monitor coupled to server/workstation). At the 
time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art include a 
display monitor in Powerware9170's computer system, as using a display monitor to 
communicate information to a user is well known in the art. 

As per claims 24-40, since Powerware9170/ConnectUPS teaches the system of claims 1- 
18 and 23, the combination teaches the claimed system. 

As per claims 46-62, since Powerware9170/ConnectUPS teaches the system of claims 1- 
18 and 45, the combination teaches the claimed method. 

8. Claims 19-22, 41-44 and 63-66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Powerware9170/ConnectUPS, as applied to claims 1, 23 and 45 above, and further in view 
of Powerware Corporation, LanSafe III & FailSafe III Power Management Software Brochure, 
October 1999 ("LanSafe"). 

As per claims 19-22, 41-44 and 63-66, Powerware9170/ConnectUPS does not expressly 
teach said first plurality of circuits conveys information regarding associated with a grouping of 
said plurality of power supplies. LanSafe teaches grouping a plurality of power supplies (load 
segments). At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to apply LanSafe' s grouping of power supplies to the power management system and 
method of Powerware9170/ConnectUPS. A motivation for doing so would have been facilitate 
the management of a number of power supplies. 



Application/Control Number: 10/671,323 
Art Unit: 2115 



Page 8 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Albert Wang whose telephone number is 571-272-3669. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30 - 6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas C. Lee can be reached on 571-272-3667. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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